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BY HARRY I, WELLS,

Bo far as any knowledge can be
Eatherced from anvihing left he-
hind, clivilization in the great Mis-
slasippl Valley began with a race
called Mound Bullders, from want
of any better designation, This
name was derived from the fact
that there exist throughout the val-
ley thouzands of mounds, large and
small, from small tomuli to gigan-
11c structures of o«

ture, bullt by aboriglhal tribes of a
period reaching Indefinitely into an-
tigquity.

Who were the Mound Bullders?
That Is & question which has been
asked for many veuars and. has re-
ceived many answers, Ethinologl
flly they have not been connected
with any race living «ls¢
unless they were 1hq ;
some of the laler Indian tribes,
theére 8 no knowledge of them at
all not contalned in the grent earth-
works they constructed, Like the
wind, men know not whence they
came nor wWhither they went

While we are asking questions,
whera did the present race of Amer-
fran Indlana conie from? 1f they
drove out the Mound lfl-ll-r-l-.
or If they drove out the people who
did drive out the Mound Bullders
whence cameé they, and whence
came their predecessors?

There is a gencral disposition to
try to trace all colonlzation of
America to voyazers from Asin,
either acroés the upper reaches of
the vast Pacfic by way of the Japan
current, or across the narrow Dehr-
fng Straite. Most of this efMort |s
based upon the Ideg that man was
created only 6,000 years ago in the
Valley of the Tizris and. Euphrates,
and that he has, In that period of
6,000 years, invaded every nook
and corner of the world by a pro-
cegs of migration, Aifferentiating
under the varlous environments in-
to which he came, until we have
the races, tribes and nationalities
of today, black, white. yellow, red
and coffee colored But cthnologists
Very well know that 6,000 venrs are
entirely too gfort a period In which
to accomplish such disperzion and
fuch differentiation of race and ool-
or., Mun has Leen In the differen-
tlation process many thousands of
Years longer than that

Therefore, it does not seem nee-
easary to go to Asia o Nind any re-
cent ancestore of the Mound Bulld-
ers or any =imllarity of customs
which will link them with known
races of other continents. The
probabillitles are that man has In-
habited the American continent for
a great many thousands of venrs,
during which time races may have
developed and decayed, and thut
Whit civilization the Mound Build-
era had was a development of their
own and not brovght with them
from soma other continent,

Fecanse the Mound Bullders con-
Etructed huge earih mounds 1t hos
been lmaglned. that they were of
Thuringian origin, of the girme gon-
eral race as the Chinese, Tariars
and Mongols, which alse had the
mound bLullding hahbit for bural
purposes, The sameée arguments
would apply to other and quite 4if-
ferent tribes of Indlons of much
Iater time, Such as the Iroquols and
Algonquin, wnose burlal moupnds
are to he found hy the thousands

ross the Meorthern States from

@ to New York

Besdes, the Mound Pullders 414
mot bulld thelr mounds for huorial

srimarily. but. apparently. chiefly
for rellglous purposes. Bocauses of
this. and beesuse sonmie of Lthem
“=va In m part pyramidal form. like
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tha greagr saound at Cahokia, TIl-
nois, funcy has wlso been! busy con-
necting them with the Egyptians.
It I the same fincy which con-
nects the Aztecs and other pyramid
building tribes of Central America
with the ancestora of the Plolo-
mies

Perhaps fancy, using many fatls
g powarp for s woof, never phint-
¢d i more graphle plebure connect-
Ing the mound and pyramld bulld-
ing Amerlean races with the an-
clent civilization of Egypt, than Is
contiined In the book by Ignatius
Donnelly oalled “Atlantis” In that
book, written some thirty or more
yenrs ago, Plato’s lost Isle &8 made
the hirthplace of a great clviliza-
Lon, from which emlgrants sprewd
L6 the continents on hoth sides of
the ccean 1o be severed complele-
I¥ when the it mother igland
Fank Into the oconn denths. From
that tighe on civilization advanced
in the HKast and retrogrided in the
Vest. That would give us tneoy-
tors for our Mound Bullders, anfl
If we must have a specifie oxXplitni-
Hon of Mound Rullder civillzatinn
based upon the theory that It ceme
fivan. outslde, that Is as zood as
#ny
RELIGIOUS CONDITION
SHOWS CIVILIZATION,

Nothing has yet besn learned to
prove that the Mound Bullders, ns
well as our proesent day Indlans,
Were nol the descendants, or the
uascendants of primitive races on
the American dontinent for many
thousands of years, Even were we
Lo aeeept the theory that they wern
related to the Mongols bocause thev
bullt earth mounds. or to the
Egyptiuns  bocauase some of their
mounds resemble pyramids, that

would sl leave us In the darly as

to the ancestry of other American
roces, whose teaditions thraw no
light upon the subject, save that
they cume from the West and
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dred years ago.

tribes which formerly
Southern States, such as the Chero-

inhablted the

kees, Creeks

The Mounnd Builders had reached
A comparatively
lization when they were destroyed,
or driven out, by a more primitive,
When a race

point where It hag a priesthood and
builds huge works for relliglous cer-
wmonies and expression, It has made
d That was the point
reached by the Mound Bullders

explarers found
Bijldera three centurles ago.
study af the
thought which naturally comes In-
cated al defenslve spots nor where

Most of them are in valleys,

maunds to he found In the reglon
hordering the great lakes from
the Missiasivpl to the Hudson, lo-
ated on hills and rideges, and there
e plenty of small burial tumuoll,
but these were constructed by an-
other and jater race, mare primitive
and warllke,. The huge mounds in
the valleys were not built for thosa
PUrORES, though aminll burlal
mounds inside the confines of the
larze onea may ks found.

The mounds arc unot fortg, but

are "often complicated in architec-

Lure, conlalning many squares, clre-
cles, parallel ways, alfars and plat-
furnu_.r-x!t-nthllw oever o great range
of  territory, amd evidenlly con-
nected, having soeme religious slg-
niflcance, hoth In their structure
and In their locality' (Peet)., ‘Do

Sdto and other early explorers con-

Vey the lmpression that the Indians
they encountered occupled struc-
ures bullt by another and higher
race. L

The mounds differ 10 different lo-
aalities. They have been divided
Into fve general glasses by loca-
tion and character. The first class
Is called “Emblematic” and is Lo
bee Tound in Wisconsin, These re-
semble animal forms, nearly every
animal known to that reglon helng
represenied inone or more mounds,
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PPER left—A Mound

Builder woman carry-
ing dirt to the mound in a
basket. Upper center—Ca-
hokia Mound, the largest of
its kind. Upper right—A
pyramid in Egvpt. Below,
from left to right—A Mound
Builder, a Maya Indian of
Central America, supposed
to be related to the Mound
Builders; Mound Builder
children.
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It is possible the animal was n crest
of a particular
use of totems s still

“Hiawatha,"
the Indlan familles having "Bach
his own ancestral totem, flgures of
the bhear and muskrat, of the tur-

every perkon has seen one of those
huge tatems brought from Alaska,
carved from the trunk of a cedar

tree, or pletures of them at Jeast
The totem s the family crest, These
emblematic mounds In Wisconsin
are supposed to be the totems of
the tribes building them.
CAHOKIA MOUND
GREATEST OF ALLL

South of Wisconsin and extend-
Ing into Ohlo and as far south as
Its mouth in 1Minois, are to ba
found Inntumerable twmuli, bullt
on the open pralries and therefore
not primarily fop dJdefense, though
gome of them are on the tops of
hilla and no doubt combined de-
fense with burial purposes Some
are quite massive, though most of
them are smaull By far the ,'..'r(_*lll
est of these |8 the Cabokin mound,
aften called “"Monk's Mound."” be-
cause In ploneer times Trappist
monks lived there while on mi=ssion-
ary service among the Indians

CahoKia is the name of a great
Indian chiefl of the days of the

white man This shows that the
nnme of the mound Is & compara-
tively recent one What the In-

dlans of carly times, or the builders
them=elves called it Is not known.
The mound is 750x1080 feet in elze
and 104 feet high, containing $4.-
000,000 cubic feet of earth. It I=
believed that a portlon uf the
mound Is n natural formation, but
even in that event ta construc-
ton represents an Immense amount
of vrgsanized and directed labor, A

priesthood which could exerclse
such authority for religious pur-
poses must have reached a fairly
high Tellgious development. Com-
pared with the great pyrdmid of
Cheops, it 18 larger, the latter be-
ing 748 square. The great Astec
temple at Mexico City was 680
feot square The Cahokia mound
Is  not strictly pyramidal, vet
It had an upper part smaller than
the base, and thus can be classed
as pyramidal. But it was bullt of

earth Instead of stona

By far the most intricately eon-
structed mounds are to bes found
in Ohio and just south of tha river
In Kentucky. Walls and plat-
forms, !runcated pyramidas and
altars, graded ways, sacred Inclos-
ures, some circular, soms square
and some with parallel walls and
complicated circles and altars, form
& mysterlous and strange combina-
tlon of works, which no one has
been able to explain. It all indi-
cates the rule of a powsrful
priesthood. The minds and tradl-
tlons of the Indlans found there by
the pioneer white men were blank
of the subject of the hujlders.

The fourth class of mounda are
found from the Ohio River south
to the Cumberland and Tennessee
and extending from the Misslzsippt
to the Allegheny Mountains. This
l# & wooded reglon and mountaln-
ous and the mounds are clearly of
a military character Thev wers
once thought to be a chain of De
Soto forts, until the absurdity and
Impossibility of De Soto building
them was roalized Being military
nund not religious they were prob-
ably built by others than the mora
highly developed race which built
the Uhio and the Cahokla mounds,
or else were their degencrate de-
acendants, which Is not likely, as
desenerates are pot pisually mili-
fary It s more probable that a
more virlle and military race Jdrove
out the peaceful, religlous Mound
Bulldera and occupled their coun-
try. That Is the order of history
ax It has revealed elsewhere. These
maore military Mound Bullders wera
themselves driven out or extermi-
nated later by the ancestors of the
present Indlans, probably, though
there |= no proof exXcept that of the

assumed more recent appearance of
the Indians,

The fifth set of mounds are thost
found aleonz the gulf coast. They
are pyramidal In character and dls
tinctive In form, and indicate the
work of a different race from that
which built ordinary tumuli and
defonsive works al=o found in thal
region It Is somethines assumed
that these mounds were built by
the original Mound Builders of the
Ohlo Valley after they had been
driven south by wilder tribea anc
had somewhat retrograded, bul.
that is only epeculation. as Is alsc
the idea that the southern tribes
were descendants of this mound
bullding race. In the great sweep
of time and the changing charac-
ter of populations, there s room
1or so0 many migrations and irrup-
tions of race after race, that dis-
cussion of such things ls mere spec-

atlon. For all we know a dozen
different races may have occupled .
the Mississippi Valley during the
thousands of years it has been hab-
Itable by man,

When white men first landed
upon American soil and began ex-
ploring the country, they found a
wide distribution of the pPresent
Amerlcan Indian, divided into @
multitude of tribes, many of them
showing close affinity in the sim-
ilarity of thelr languages., Two
great famlilies comprehended more
than any others These were the
Algonquing and Iroquols. The In-

dlans of the Upper Mississipp! Val-

ley were of the great Algonquin

who had thought of smashing the
Dakolas southeast clear to the At-
lantle Coast of New Jersey, Delx-
wire and Virginla. ©Old Powhatan,
who has thoughts of smashing ‘tht

head of Capt. John Smith with a

club, and only desisted because of
the potitions of the lovely Poca-
hontas, was an Algonquin. So, slso,
were Tecumseh, Logan, Black
Hawk, Pontiac and other moted
Indians of these later times

Both the Algonquins and the Iro-

quois races, according to thelr own
traditions, came from ths un-
known West and North and drove
out the people then occupying the
rich valley, but there is nom}u’ in
their traditions to show that' those
they drove out wers a more highly
civilized race. On the contrary,
they seem to indicate that the peo-
ple then here were occupying vil-
lages and structures they knew no
more about as to thelr origin than

dld the Indians who drove them
out,




